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Tourmeau; he most kindly lent me his drawings
to copy from, and gave me lessons, and when I
had advanced myself in the first rudiments, he lent
me small plaster casts from the antique and I
drew from them under his generous instructions.
The time arrived when I was to be put to a
profession.     The portrait and miniature painters
required a premium with the pupil, which   my
father could not afford.    At the age of fourteen I
was bound an apprentice to Messrs. Southwell &
Wilson, cabinet-makers.    After   remaining there
one year, I was quite disgusted with my employ-
ment, and I succeeded in persuading my masters
to change the indenture, and I was bound to them
to wood-carving, that is, ornamenting furniture.    I
was delighted with this occupation, at id during my
home hours continued to draw from casts.    When
I had been employed at the wood carving for
nearly a year, I became intimate with a person
from London; he was a flower carver in marble;
his works enchanted me, and soon I became greatly
excited.     This person presented me to Messrs.
Francis, the proprietors of the marble works in
Brownlow Hill.    They employed a Prussian sculp-
tor to model and to execute small figures which
they required, his name was Liege, afterwards he
became the head workman to Sir F. Chantrey.
No   words  can give any   idea of the powerful
impression made upon me by the models and works